“END OF SUMMER” RALLY

Traverse City, MI

August 20-23, 2010

Once again Bonnie Cooper and Gulf Stream International provided an outstanding week of fun, food and entertainment.  

It started with a trip to a dinner theater that not only served an excellent dinner, but also entertained us with music of the 60s and 70s.  Most of the singers and musicians were mere youngsters, still in high school.  Amazing talent!  The fun part was that most of us could sing right along with them.  The music was a walk down memory lane.  Our group enjoyed the show so much that on Friday about 30 Gulf Streamers followed the act about 40 miles away to hear the youngsters sing the 50s and 60s.  

Our mornings started with a continental breakfast served by Timber Ridge Resort staff.  It was such a nice way to start the day.  It was also the perfect opportunity to renew old friendships and make new friends, too.  

There were 30 RVs with people coming from great distances to attend this rally; in addition, a phenomenal number of first timers also attended.  Of course, with the area being so beautiful, it was no real hardship to take the time to join the rally.  

On Tuesday, Gulf Stream sponsored a BBQ lunch, followed by Farm and City sponsoring an ice cream social.  The rest of the day was free to explore the many sights of Traverse City and the surrounding areas.  Lighthouses and vineyards seemed to be the most sought after sights. The Traverse City area can boast of many of those places, as well as a quaint downtown shopping district.
Probably the activity we were all most proud of was the shoeboxes for our armed forces serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Volunteers decorated over 70 shoeboxes in red, white and blue and filled them with donated items for both male and female military personal.  Our Gulf Streamers really stepped up to the plate for this project and did a bang up job.  Bonnie added pictures and notes to the boxes before they were shipped.  It was great fun and a super opportunity to show our troops how much we appreciate their sacrifice for our freedom.  

Another Gulf Stream sponsored event was the wine and cheese social.  Wine and cheese were not the only bill of fare offered and enjoyed to the max.  Thank you, Gulf Stream!

Other rally adventures included a lighthouse trip, a casino opportunity and a winery tour.  It’s a pleasure to announce that those who went to the casino all came back with their shirts on.  

After the lighthouse trip, there was time for relaxation before dinner and entertainment.  Carl Acuff and his crew entertained us with song and dance.  Carl is a distant cousin of Roy Acuff and did a program every bit as entertaining as Roy’s.  By the way, our membership can boast many fine dancers.  Our dancers could show the young folks of today a few good moves on the dance floor.  
Traverse City is a tourist showplace surrounded by water and marinas.  There is a sand dune with the height of about 600 feet overlooking Lake Michigan and beautiful scenery in every direction.

The rally ended with the Timber Ridge campground serving a great “on the road again” breakfast. 
At the same time Bonnie recognized the many members who volunteered to help and serve in any capacity needed.  As Bonnie said, “I couldn’t have done it without them.”  First timers were also extended a “good for you and come back again” round of applause.  

All too soon it was time to hug our old friends goodbye and exchange e-mail addresses with our new friends.  It is a real pleasure to attend one of these rallies and hope to see everyone again soon.

Submitted by Kay Garrett

