Well, the Alaska Caravan ended on September 3, 2009 at Prince George B.C. What a wonderful trip! We met so many new and good friends.

  
On September 4, we said our final goodbyes with tears and hugs in hopes that we would see everyone in June at Back Home in Indiana.

 
We left Prince George with the Hards, Charles and Julie (Alaska #11). After a couple of hours of traveling, Mountie and Dee See were getting restless, so Charles stopped at Slim Creek rest area. He said to let the kids play outside while he cooked breakfast.  There was a playground so Mountie and Dee See played for a while. 
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We walked around the park and sat by the creek. Soon breakfast was ready so we went to eat. After helping to clean up, we were back on the road again, ready to see more beautiful sights along the highway. The kids were happy in their car seats, playing games to pass the time. We stopped that night at Canmore Municipal Park in Alberta, about 67 miles from Calgary.

                                       [image: image3.jpg]


 [image: image4.jpg]



 
On September 5 we traveled to Great Falls MT. We stopped a couples of times to eat and let everyone stretch. We traveled about 385 miles and arrived at Great Falls about 3 P.M.
 
September 6 found us leaving Great Falls and arriving at Garryowen MT at about 3 P.M. Charles said he wanted to visit the battle ground and museum of the Battle Little Big Horn. We helped set up camp and then we went the Battle of the Little Horn Museum. Of course, Mountie and Dee See didn't understand all they were seeing, but it was good for them to see these things. They asked me if I lived back then (ha), and I said no. After seeing the museum, we all went to eat dinner and return to the RV. Next morning we went to the Battle Field. What a vast area it was where the battle took place. We saw monuments for the Indian Tribes and Calvary Troops. We drove in the car the entire area of the Battlefield. It took four hours. Mountie & Dee See were very tired after touring everything, so we went to eat and return to the RV.
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September 8 we traveled to Strasburg CO. We only stopped to eat and walk around for awhile.

 
September 9 we traveled to McPherson KS. Charles and Julie were trying to get home quickly because they miss their family. I don't blame them. I would miss Mountie and Dee See if Rosie and I were gone that long.

 
On September 10 we traveled to McKinney TX and camped for the night. Charles said we were about four hours from home. 

 
September 11 – everyone was so excited! We were going to be at Charles & Julie's house in four hours. Their cell phones were ringing almost every hour with their kids asking "where are you now?" When we turned on Highway 105 and were about two miles from their house, we saw signs on the side of the road (like Burma Shave signs). The signs said "gone for months,"  "home at last," "we are glad those days have passed,” and "we love you."

"MIMI & POPO" -- when we turned in their driveway, there were long banners across the carport that said WELCOME HOME, MIMI & POPO. Everyone was jumping up and down and waving. Mountie, Dee See, Rosie and I were happy to see all the smiling faces to welcome us into their family. We had cake and ice cream, we met their grandkids, and we had our pictures taken with everyone before they all left. Mountie and Dee See were so tired they went to bed early that knight. 

 
Saturday, September 12, Abbie (grandchild) came over and played with Mountie & Dee See. They were happy to see her. They played together for a long time that day.

 
Miles traveled from Prince George BC to Hull TX – 2,843.
Charles & Julie Hard #17185

