From Sun E. & Rosie Roads and Dee See 
On April 28, 2009, we decided to take an adventure with our new adopted parents, Richard & Virginia Raikes, who live in West Virginia. We left Les and Jean Potteiger in Wytheville VA and headed to Renfro Valley KS for the first rally of the year with the KyOhWeVa Gulfstreamers. We listened to some country western and blue grass music and had a nice visit with the group.
On Sunday, May 2, we headed north. It was a beautiful drive, even though it rained. We arrived in West Virginia, an almost heavenly but wild and wonderful state. We took a nap and woke at the 248-acre farm where the Raikes live. They tell us we will be visiting with them for a while. 
May 7, 2009 – Today we were invited to a family birthday party. What fun we had! We had our picture taken with the younger grandchildren. 
May 12, Tuesday – Packed and ready to travel again. We drove on some curvy roads to Wetzel County Fairgrounds. There are lots of RVs here and we hear that it is the West Virginia State Good Sam’s Samboree. People are really friendly and think we are really cute. On Wednesday we got to watch while the decorations were put up for the stage. We sat right up front on stage with some other Disney people. The theme is cartoon characters. We spent the rest of the week, between naps, on stage watching all the people and we even were able to perform with the bands that were here for entertainment. It sure was exciting.
Sunday May 17, 2009 – We settled back and took the windy road trip back to the farm. Our stomachs get a little queasy, but we had a safe trip. 
Saturday May 23 – The Raikes’ family reunion. We had a picnic at a park. The next week was really busy. We had kindergarten graduation, a birthday party, high school graduation, and a graduation party. This family really makes us tired sometimes with so many activities.
June 1st arrived and things slowed down. We had some really nice weather but some rain also.
Mommy Rosie hasn’t been feeling too good lately. The weather is hot and she has put on some weight. She told me that Dad Roads and she will have a nice surprise arriving for me soon.
June 20, 2009 we get to celebrate West Virginia’s birthday. Mommy Rosie & Dad left me with my adopted grandparents and went on a trip by themselves.
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Mountie Mountaineer’s Hospital Delivery – Many of you may remember that Mommy was fixed awhile back. Somehow this was the “one in a million” surgeries that didn’t work and the result was our darling “oops” baby! This time, however, the doctor made sure the procedure was foolproof  ... and Dad even had his own little “surgery” to ensure a double guarantee that there won’t be any more little bears to surprise us! 

We left in the A.M. and made a trip to the United Hospital Center, Clarksburg WV. At 9:15 A.M. on WV’s birthday, I had a new baby boy. He weighed 2 lbs. 14 oz. and was 8 inches long. What a fine son we have! We named him “Mountie Mountaineer Roads” (Mountie for the time we spent in Canada & Mountaineer for our son’s birthplace). My doctor is Ted E. Bearington. Mountie’s doctor’s name is Dr. Bill D. Baer. 
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We had photos taken at the hospital for everyone to see. We went home so little DeeSee could visit with her new brother. A special thanks to the nurses on 3-North that helped with the delivery.

June 21, 2009 – We arrived home in time to get rested up to start our journey across the U.S. with our new parents on the Alaska Caravan. We made our first stop in Ohio to visit with some Amish friends. 
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We could not have our picture taken with the Amish kids but we did get to visit with the family buggy horse and have our picture taken with Old Jim.

We traveled on to Nappanee IN, the home base for the Gulf Streamers, where we met up and visited with our past adoptive parents, Les & Jean Potteiger.
June 23. 2009 – Since the Potteigers had been our adopted parents in the past, we asked if we could ride with them for a while to visit.

Our first stop on the road was the Amana Colonies campground 25 June. I believe some of us were here before when the Gulf Streamers had their annual International Rally at the Amana Colonies in the 1990s. We toured some of the area and went to breakfast at the Brick Haus Restaurant; of course, it has a distinct German motif. Today we traveled the roads of Iowa by fields of corn to Onawa IA to spend the night. We stayed at the Oasis Campground and the Potteigers took the Raikes to dinner at Al's Oasis Restaurant while we rested after the 435 mile journey.

 
The next day, Sunday 28 June, we traveled only 211 miles to the Three Flags RV Park, Black Hawk SD. We stopped along the way to visit the Corn Palace at Mitchell SD. Wow! A squirrel could have a feast here! It is a really neat building. We were not nearly as tired as last evening so we went to see Mount Rushmore, an awe-inspiring stone monument to four U.S. presidents. After the illumination ceremony at Mount Rushmore, we drove south to Custer State Park. At one point, Les had to stop for a herd of buffalo on both sides of the road and crossing the road in front of the car. Boy! Those suckers are big!  It was nearly pitch dark when we got back to the Friendship so we retired immediately.  

 
Les filled the coach with 91 gallons of diesel at the Rapid City, South Dakota Flying J. station yesterday. The Friendship sure takes a lot of diesel! Les measured 6.85 mile per gallon on the 91 gallon. We did have a head wind most of the way. He says it is difficult to measure mileage because diesel fuel foams so much and it is impossible to fill the tank to the same point each time. Monday, 29 June we were off to yet another one night stand, this time, at the Trailer Village RV Park, Billings, Montana. This too was a tiring day because Les drove 313 miles, so we turned in early to be bright eyed and bushy tailed for the journey tomorrow to Great Falls, Montana.

 
We arrived at Dick's RV Park, Great Falls, Montana Tuesday 30 June. There we met a whole group of campers going on the Alaska Caravan with us. Baby Mountie & Dee Cee enjoying the trip. We traveled through Canada to Dawson Creek, B.C. What beautiful country. When we left Dawson, we got to ride in a Yellowstone with Beverly, Joan & Casper up the Alaska Highway to Dawson City, Yukon.
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At Dawson City we met a real R.C.M.P. officer and had our picture taken with her. 
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The officer even showed us how handcuffs work. 
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The officer gave little Mountie a special pin.

We left Dawson City and rode a ferry over the wide Yukon River. Wow! What a ride! 
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We also had an interesting ride over the Top of the World Highway & Chicken AK. We even saw some caribou.

We finally arrived in Fairbanks. Here we visited with Julie & Charles Hard, members of the caravan. They were really nice and wanted to be our new adoptive parents. It was so exciting to get new parents. We will get to finish the Alaska Caravan with them. We will still get to visit with the Potteigers and Raikes along the trip. 

Mileage traveled from WV to Fairbanks AK = 4,629. Check in for the next set of adventure stories!
Richard & Virginia Raikes  #9547
